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WHAT’S  
HAPPENING 
ON FARM THIS 
MONTH?
• Non-cycling cow 

treatments

• Bulk milk BVD monitoring

• Spring herd mating

• Autumn herd pregnancy 
testing

• Calf 7in1 vaccinations

• Calf BVD vaccinations
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INVESTING IN THE FUTURE
Growing good calves is an essential investment for your future 
production and like most things, the more you put in, the more you will 
get out. 

Young stock need to grow at 0.7 kg/
day to achieve target weights and it 
is hard to catch up once they have 
had a growth check. 

Maintaining good calf health 
alongside providing quality 
nutrition is key to reaching targets. 
Remember weaners have small 
muzzles and small stomachs and 
need to have food available all day 
so they can eat little and often. 
Short, milking quality pasture is 
best suited to their ‘browser’ style 
of eating only the tips of the grass. 
They must get adequate protein 
as well as enough dry matter to 

achieve the goal of a skeletally fully 
grown animal at calving. 

Trace elements are critical to the 
development and support of the 
immature immune system in calves. 
Copper is particularly important for 
skeletal growth. They also require 
other minerals such as selenium 
for growth and developing their 
immune system. We recommend 
a Copper bullet and an injection 
of B12 plus Selenium to ensure the 
minerals are absorbed and available 
to the calves. 

Continued overleaf >>

Get your calves into a stress free zone by checking out our latest promo.

GET YOUR
CALVES INTO A

ZONE
stress free
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PURCHASE ANY DRENCH 
AND RECEIVE 10% OFF 

YOUR TRACE MINERALS* 
Every participating purchase will 

receive an entry into our draw 
to win a $100.00 gift voucher for 
Indulgence Beauty and Day Spa

Contact the clinic for more details

*Excluding bulk store minerals  
Available while stocks last
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  GROWTH RAINFALL SOIL TEMP APC BMSCC

   September 2018 66kg DM/day 182mm 13°C 2273kg DM 150,000

   September 2017 55kg DM/day 67mm 13°C 2250kg DM 143,000

MATAMATA FARM STATISTICS
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MORE POWER!
Successful bull management helps to drive a condensed calving 
pattern and is one of the key influences to the reproductive success 
of your herd. 

Critical to this is bull power – you 
must ensure you have the right 
ratio of bulls to serve all the cows 
not pregnant to AB. 

A general rule of thumb is one 
bull is required for every 30 cows 
that need to be mated. 

However bulls will become 
fatigued and tired bulls simply 
don’t get the job done.   

This means that two teams are 
required in order to rest them, 
therefore the number of bulls 
needed must be doubled to 

accommodate this. Having two 
teams which work alternatively 
for 2-3 days works well. 

Lame or sick bulls should be 
swapped out immediately as 
they will be ineffective. 

Keep in mind that synchrony 
programs will require more bull 
power due to increased work 
load in a short time frame.  
Selection of bulls is equally 
important - size does matter 
here, as they need to be tall 
enough to service your cows! 

Finally, make sure the bulls  
are tested and vaccinated for 
BVD. This is to ensure there  
are no detrimental effects on 
their fertility through BVD in 
the future.

A GENERAL RULE OF THUMB 
IS ONE BULL IS REQUIRED 

FOR EVERY 30 COWS THAT 
NEED TO BE MATED.

REGULATION 
CHANGES
New animal welfare 
regulations come into play 
from the 1st October 2018.

It is now illegal to perform 
tail docking of cattle. 
Individuals who continue to 
practice this will be subject 
to fines of up to $3000 under 
the Animal Welfare Act. 
For more information check 
out www.mpi.govt.nz/
animalregs
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INVESTING IN THE FUTURE CONTINUED... 
For young stock that are looking ill-thrifty (not growing well, dull coats) 
it is worth taking a faecal sample to check for Coccidiosis. Due to the wet 
weather conditions, we have been seeing a fair amount of the disease. 

At this time of year ensure an 
effective drench plan is in place 
before animals go off to grazing. 
Combination drenches are a must 
for young stock – using products 
with single actives are not effective 
and will increase the number of 
resistant worms on your farm. 
We recommend using an oral 
combination drench monthly for 

as long as it is practical and safe to 
do so. Once animals are too large 
to orally drench safely, they can 
then be switched to a pour-on 
or injectable product containing 
Levamisole, such as Eclipse.

Finally, make sure stock is 
protected against BVD before going 
off to grazing – this means two 
injections 4 weeks apart. 


